Shepton  Mallet  Urban  District  Council 


Annua*!  r!epox*t 

OF  THE 

Medical  Office jc  of  Healtb 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1945. 


WiNOANTON, 

Somerset. 


TO  THE 

SHEPTON  MALLET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


July,  1946. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1945. 

1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres)  ... 

Population  (1945) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1931) 
Rateable  Value 

Produce  of  Penny  Rate  (estimated)  ... 


2259 

4826 

1150 

£25,387 

£98 


2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Births. 

Live  Births  : — 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

43 

48 

Legitimate 

38 

41 

Illegitimate 

5 

7  Birth  Rate 

— 16.1  per  1,000. 

StiU  Births  : — 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

0 

0 

Legitimate 

0 

0 

Illegitimate 

0 

0  Birth  Rate 

—0.46  per  1,000. 

Deaths. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  63 

29 

34  Death 

Rate  : — 1.14  per  1,000. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in 

consequence 

of,  child-birth  ; 

: — 

(a)  From  Sepsis 

.  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  ■ 

0 

(b)  From  other  causes  ... 

... 

0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  age  : — 

Legitimate  1  ;  Illegitimate,  1  ;  Total,  2. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Week  ...  ...  1 

„  ,,  ,,  from  One  to  Four’  Weeks  ...  0 

„  ,,  ,,  from  One  to  Six  Months  ...  1 

„  „  „  from  Six  to  Twelve  Months  ...  0 

Total  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  1 


There  has  not  been  any  excessive  mortality  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  occui’ring  in  the  District  was  63,  compared  with  73  in  1944. 


The  chief  causes  of  Death  were  : — 

Cancer 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 
Old  Age 

Cerebral  Hsemorrhage  ... 


In  these  four  “  Causes  of  Death  ”  : 

Those  dying  between  the  ages  of  75  and  80  were 
„  „  „  »  »  81  and  85  were 

„  „  ,,  ,,  86  and  90  were 

Those  dying  above  the  age  of  90  were 

A  total  of  24,  or  38.09%  of  the  total  Deaths. 


14 

16 

14 

9 


9 

9 

6 

0 


3.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Diseases. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Ca.ses  admitted 
to  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . 

...  15 

13 

0 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

5 

0 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

0 

0 

Measles 

...  44 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

1 

3 

1 

Tuberculosis  : — Total 

9 

0 

4 

(a)  Respiratory 

6 

0 

3 

(b)  Non-respiratory 

3 

0 

1 

The  notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  District  by  Medical  Practitioners  was  satisfactory, 
except  in  cases  of  Erysipelas. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 
No  Cases  Notified. 


4.— CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  to  me  were  of  a  mild  type,  and  there  were  no  deaths. 
Pneumonia  caused  3  deaths. 

There  was  a  fairly  widespread  epidemic  of  measles  during  the  first  half  of  the  year.  The  cases 
were  of  a  mild  type  and  there  were  no  deaths. 


5.— SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITAL  AND  OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

A.  — Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(1)  General  : — There  are  2  Nurses  in  the  District  engaged  in  general  district  work,  who  are 
affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

(2)  For  Infectious  Diseases  : — Some  of  the  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  the  remainder  were  either  nursed  by  their  relatives  or  by  nurses 
obtained  from  Nursing  Homes  or  Hospitals  outside  the  District. 

B.  — Mid  WIVES. 

There  are  2  Certified  Midwives  practising  in  the  District. 

C.  — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  is  one  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in  Charlton  Road  provided  and  staffed  by  the  County 
Council. 

D.  — Hospitals  Available  for  the  District. 

(1)  Tuberculosis  :  None. 

(2)  Fever  : — One  (The  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Shepton  Mallet)  to  which  the  following 

cases  were  admitted  during  the  year  : — 


Disease. 

Scarlet  Dever  . . . 

For  Observation 

Dysentery 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Mumps 

Tonsilitis 

Laryngsal  Stridor 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Pneumococcal  Meningitis 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Impetigo 


Total  No. 

Admitted. 

58 

11 

1 

7 

4 

4 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

99 


No.  Died. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 


(3)  Other  : — There  is  one  District  Hospital  at  Shepton  Mallet  for  the  treatment  of  general 
medical  and  suigical  cases.  There  is  no  Public  Assistance  Institution,  the  building 
having  been  taken  over  by  The  County  Council  as  an  Institution  for  persons  suffering 
from  Mental  Deficiency. 

E.  — Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers  and  Illegitimate  Infants  :  None. 

Homeless  Children  ;  Hillworth  House,  staffed  and  equipped  by  the  Somerset  County  Council. 

F.  — Ambulance  Facilities. 

(1)  For  Infectious  Cases  : — A  Motor  Ambulance  is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  the 
collection  and  removal  of  the  Infectious  Cases. 

(2)  For  Non -Infectious  Cases  and  Accidents  : — A  Motor  Ambulance  supplied  and  equipped  by 
The  Shepton  Mallet  Urban  District  Council  is  kept  at  the  Wells  Road  Garage,  Shepton 
Mallet,  Telephone  126. 

G. — Scabies. — Very  few  cases  of  Scabies  have  occurred  in  the  District,  and  they  have  been  treated 
at  home  by  their  own  Doctor. 

There  has  been  no  occasion  to  have  recourse  to  The  Scabies  Order,  1941. 
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6.— LABORATORY  WORK. 


Examination.s  of  bacteriological  and  pathological  specimens  are  carried  out  at  The  Public 
Ileallh  I.,aboratory,  Taunton  ;  considerable  use  of  this  Laboratory  has  been  made  during  the  year. 

A  supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  kept  at  The  Isolation  Hospital,  Shepton  Mallet,  and  is 
supplied  free  on  demand  by  Practitioners  practising  in  the  District. 


7.— PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

There  is  one  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  and  Sanitary  Smveyor  (a  whole-tiine  officer)  and 
myself  (a  part-time  officer).  There  is  one  Health  Visitor  in  the  District. 


8.— WATER  SUPPLIES. 

No  Change. 


9.— DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Sewers  have  been  extended  to  take  drainage  from  the  new  Housing  Site. 


10.— CAMPING  SITES. 

No  Camping  Sites  have  been  registered  in  the  District. 

Generally  the  only  cases  of  Camping  which  occurred  were  oidy  of  2  or  3  days’  duration,  except 
in  the  case  of  The  Fair  Gromid  in  Cook’s  Paddock,  the  duration  of  which  is  usually  about  one  or  two 
weeks. 


11.— HOUSING. 

(a).  Total  Number  of  Applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end  of  1946  :  250. 


(b)  Houses  erected  by  : — 

(i)  Local  Authority  ...  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  Nil. 

(c)  Houses  in  course  of  erection  by  ; — 

(i)  Local  Authority  ...  ...  Nil. 

(ii)  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  Nil. 


(d)  Programme  of  New  Houses  to  be  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  ; — 

First  Year,  40  ;  Second  Year,  80  ;  Third  Year,  40. 

Ten  cases  of  overcrowding  exist  within  the  District,  4  of  them  serious  ;  these  will  be  moved  into 
Council  Houses  when  possible.  There  is  not  sufficient  houses  to  meet  the  demand.  A  lay-out  plan  for 
the  provision  of  189  houses,  including  sites  for  17  houses  to  be  erected  by  private  enterprise,  has  been 
approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  building  will  be  conmienced  at  an  early  date. 


12.— MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  INQUIRIES. 

None. 


13.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  : 

1.  — Total  Nmnber  of  Registered  Dairy  Farms  ...  26 

2.  — Number  of  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  7 

3.  — Number  of  Producer-Retailers  included  in  2  ...  4 

4.  — Number  of  Licensed  Pasteurising  Plants  ...  0 


5. — Number  of  Heat -Treatment  Plants  not  included  in  4  0 

Two  farmers  distribute  in  the  Shepton  Mallet  Urban  District,  but  their  farms  are  in  the  Shepton 
Mallet  Rural  District. 

(b)  Meat  Supervision  : 

Number  of  Licenced  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  District  3 

Number  of  Registered  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  District  1 

Total  ...  ...  4 

Names  of  any  in  use  under  the  Ministry  of  Food  ...  0 

No  slaughtering  has  been  done  in  the  District, 

except  at  the  C.W.S.  Bacon  Factory,  since  1940. 

Knackers’  Yards — Licenced  ...  ...  ...  0 


The  following  facts  have  been  reported  to  me  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 
Public  Water  Supplies. 

Chlorination  : — All  water  is  chlorinated. 


Samples  :  Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Not  quite  satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  0 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Water  Shortage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Private  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


Sewekage  : — Number  of  Samples  of  Effluent,  2.  Both  satisfactory. 


Housing  : — 

Number  of  Unfit  Houses  licenced  for  occupation  ...  ...  0 

Bed  Bug  Infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Flea  Infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Houses,  other  than  Hostels,  requisitioned  by  the  Council 

for  the  use  of  Evacuees  ...  ...  ...  16 

Sanitary  Accommodation  in  Houses  : — No  alterations  or  additions 
Statutory  Action  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Informal  Action  : — The  Owners  have  been  interviewed  in  several 
cases  and  requests  for  improvements  complied  with 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  : — No  action. 

Disinfection  of  premises  after  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  has  been  done  in  26  cases.  The 
bedding  has  been  removed  to  The  Isolation  Hospital  for  disinfection  in  all  cases. 


House  Refuse  Collections  : — 

The  Coimcil  have  purchased  a  lorry  and  collect  house  refuse  by  direct  laboiu’  once 
weekly. 


Salvage  : — 


Rubber 

Paper 

Tins 

Metals 

Bones 

Rags 

Pig  Food 


Total  Value,  £522/2/3. 


Tons. 

Cwts. 

3 

H 

39 

18| 

32 

6 

lOi 

3 

in 

3 

H 

56 

0 

The  Shepton  Mallet  Urban  District  was  2nd  in  Sales  Value  for  all  Urban  Districts  in  the  County. 
Milk  Samples  : — 


T.T. 

9 

Satisfactory 

5 

Unsatisfactory 

4 

Accredited 

33 

99 

28 

99 

5 

Pasteurised  ... 

7 

99 

7 

99 

0 

Heat  Treated 

1 

99 

0 

99 

1 

Tests  for  T.B. 

15 

99 

14 

99 

1 

Total 

65 

54 

11 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection  : — The  Bacon  Factory  has  been  regularly  inspected. 

A  number  of  Tins  of  Milk,  Fruit  and  Vegetables  have  been  condemned. 

The  C.W.S.  Bacon  Factory  is  the  only  Licenced  Slaughter  House  in  the  District  where 
^  Slaughtering  has  been  carried  out. 


Plans  : — 

Number  presented  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Essentiality  issued  ...  ...  3 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destbuction)  Act,  1939  : — 

Number  of  Premises  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  Rats  picked  up  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Number  of  Mice  picked  up  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  COULSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


